
Build a Bridge tool

• Explains the components that create a bridge 
alternative, including:
– rehabilitation/replacement
– interchange type
– alignment
– cross-section

• Helps the public understand the pros and cons 
of each alternative, without bias





• First choice to 
make: 

• Rehabilitation 
or 
replacement 
bridge?



• Second choice 
to make: 

• What 
interchange 
type to use?

• Explanations of 
every graphic are 
available when 
the cursor is over 
the graphic.



• Third choice 
to make: 

• Alignment

• The first question 
limits further 
choices, for 
example, rehab is 
only available on 
the yellow 
(current) 
alignment.



• Last choice to 
make: 

• Cross-section

• Graphic help to 
explain the 
differences and 
hovering over the 
image gives more 
information. 
Grayed out 
images are not 
available based 
on previous 
choices.



Results

After hitting the 
“Build a Bridge”
button the 
current bridge 
results are shown. 
Relocations, cost, 
and rank, along 
with a score 
based on the 
categories 
selected 
(weighted by 
importance) by 
the community.

Hovering the 
cursor over the 
categories 
provides more 
information.



Impact with the public

• Used in conjunction with an online survey, 
the tool helped simplify the process

• Over 3,000 people took the online survey 
(open for just over one month)

• Well received by the public
• The process helped them compare the cost, 

rank, and score of the bridges
– For many, preferences changed after using the 

tool and comparing multiple “bridges”
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